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Next General Meeting, April 9th

In April (not March), Jan Jeffers will tell us all about the Tevis Cup 100 mile 
endurance race. Jan has ridden in this race several times and can tell you what it takes 
to compete at this level. 

March 6, 4-h Playday Fund-raiser

Plan to come play with your family, friends and your horses at Taylor Made Farms in 
San Martin. There will be ribbons and awards for four divisions: Tots, Youngsters, 
Teens and Old Folks. 4-h is a great program that needs the support of our community! 
Watch for more events in next month Eventer! Contact Jayne Perryman (408) 779-
5804.

No Pleasure Ride in March, trails are too wet! 

SMHAMembersmembersmembersmembersmembersmembers

SMHAMembersmembersmembersmembersmembersmembers
SMHA Members!

Edie Atkins & Gayle Lewis deserves a big thank you for offering to combine 
gymkhana forces with SMHA and their Gold Coast Barrel Racing Assoc. The Board 
postponed a decision on this because of extra insurance costs for adding public events 
to the calendar. It costs the club $90.00 for each event added after the calendar has 
been submitted for the current year. We look forward to future possibilities. To learn 
more about Gold Coast and to see their calendar, go to: 
www.goldcoastbarrelracing.com/2010RaceSchedule.html

Jennifer Ogawa, new member, gets a big thank you for offering to put on a gymkhana 
series for SMHA. SMHA by laws require members be active for one year before 
taking on chair positions. Thank you so much for your initiative, Jennifer!

Stacy Jenkins, who enlisted me to do the newsletter!, has organized a Quadrille team 
here in So. County, www.westernstardrillteam.com. They now have 13 riders and are 
very happy to add new people. See them perform at TMF (Taylor Made Farms) March 
13, 11:00am. Go Stacy!

Christine Amber, that’s me. I have put together an informal, social, weekly, walking 
trail ride every Saturday morning. I call it ride 52, for weeks of the year. Every week I 
email and post to ride52.org which local park we go to. When SMHA has an event, 
that’s where we will be! If no extra insurance costs are associated with this, it will 
become an SMHA members-only weekly ride, except when other SMHA events are 
scheduled. Stay tuned and if you are interested email me., 

- SMHA Events -
April Gen Mtg @

Lions Club
425 Murphy Ave
San Martin, Ca

Mar
6 4-h Play Day
13 Pleasure Ride
20 Board Calendar

April 
9 Gen Mtg

June 
11 Gen Mtg

August 
14 Gen Mtg @Jack Brook 

Pot Luck 
October 

8 Gen Mtg
December 

10 Holiday Party

SMHA Board meets 3rd Wed 
of each month. 

Editorial corrections!: 

Jan Jeffers will present in 
April not March. Chere’s 
number was incorrect in the 
Classifieds. 

Newsletter Deadlines: 

Five days after the Board Mtg 
or the 20th of the month. Send 
articles, classified, pictures, 
and stories to: 
SMHA.news@gmail.com. 

free clip art from 
dailyclipart.net
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amber@equestriantraining.com; i’ll add you to my list. 
Thanks to Patty Bloomquist-Van Guilder for creating the 
ride52.org website. Patti, you Rock!!

SantaClaraCountySCCsccsccsccsccsccsccs

SantaClaraCountySCCsccsccsccsccsccsccs
2010 Coyote / Bear Trail Happenings

By Chere Bargar

A “Friends of Coyo9te Lake Harvey Bear County Park” 
(Friends of Bear) is now being formed. There are friends 
groups in a number of other County parks. Members 
perform a variety of tasks that enhance the publics park 
experience. 

Staff will make suggestions as to projects they could use 
help with. Ideas from the group are welcome. Some 
possibilities are snowing native wildflower seeds along the 
trails; invasive plant removal; docent led hikes, rides, 
programs; trail work; a trail survey showing seeps and 
sprints, soil types, and invasive weeds. There are volunteer 
opportunities [and NEEDS] for everyone. If you want more 
information or are interested in joining, call Chere at (408) 
683-2247 or email Jan at JW321@sbcglobal.net. 

Park Staff has just over two years to use up grant money 
that was dedicated to putting trails in the Bear-Mendoza 
properties. That is why they have been conce3ntrating on 
the Bear Park. Staff plan on putting in another 9 -10 miles 
of new trail during this time. If timing and weather permit, 
grading and trail tread work will be done on existing trails, 
allowing the trails to stay open more during the rainy 
season. By the way, did you know the Park hotline number 
to find out about trail closures or special events? It is: 408 
355 2200. Bear Ranch press #7 #2.

The complete volunteer calendar can be found by searching 
the parkhere.org web page. Enter “VolunteerEvents” in the 
SCCGOV search bar or contact Chere Bargar 
408.683.2247 for more info. 

March 6: Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Mummy Mountain) 

April 24: Earth Day Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Mummy 
Mountain)

May 1: Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Gaviota)

June 5: National Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Gaviota)

Healthy Trails Equestrian Grant Ranch 
"Ridge" Ride 

by Janice Frazier

Sunday April 11, Grant Ranch, 10 am to 1:30 pm 

Join Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Docent and 
SMHA member Janice Frazier with your horse for a ride on 
one of the Healthy Trails sections at Grant Ranch and learn 
about the SCCPR Healthy Trails program and the Bay Area 
Ridge Trail. We will be riding out on trails that include 
portions of the Bay Area Ridge Trail, which has 
spectacular views of the valley below especially from the 
scenic overlook at 2457 ft. And we're hoping to hit a high 
point on the spring wildflowers, too!

This ride will be 8.4 miles, hilly (1000-ft elevation gain); 
we will be riding at a relaxed pace.

You can camp at Grant Ranch which has campsites with 
pipe corrals - book these through SCCPR reservations 
(408) 355-2201.

Note: there are fees for camping and for day parking, the 
outing is free. 

Grant Ranch has over 50 miles of trails and you can of 
course ride more miles, before or after our Healthy Trails 
event, if you camp or make a longer day of it.

If you've never been to Grant Ranch you're really missing 
out on a wonderful park, come explore it with us! 

Rain 48 hours in advance cancels outing. No stallions or 
ponied horses please.

Call to rsvp or for more info (408) 355-2240. For an online 
brochure, go to parkhere.org and enter “healthy trails” in 
the search box, or look under the Quick Clicks section of 
the page. 

Healthy Trails 2nd ed. Launch at Bear Ranch

Save the date for the May 8th. The Healthy Trails 2nd 
edition launch will be at Bear Ranch. It'd be great to have a 
good equestrian turn out as we don't have all that many 
equestrians signed up for the program. 
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Communitycommunitycommunitycommuni

Communitycommunitycommunitycommuni
Community Happenings

Animals in Disasters Presentation

Sponsored by the Gavilan Chapter, California Dressage 
Society, disaster is an issue that touches all disciplines and 
all animal owners. 

Keep our horses and other animals safe through disaster 
planning and rescue implementation during and after 
floods, fire and other disasters.

Presented by Officer Hugh Briefman, from the world 
famous Department Air Rescue Team in Los Angeles. See 
them on: facebook.com/pages/Department-Air-Rescue-
Team-Los-Angeles-City/144660756508

To be held March 20th at 10am, in the San Martin Lions 
Club Hall, 12415 Murphy Ave., San Martin. Admission: 
$15

All are welcome. For more information call 408-896-1649 
or dancingdutch@gmail.com 

StateofCAcacacacacacacacacacacacacacac

State Park, Henry Coe 
Trail Days & More

March 27 Trail Days - 
These are a great time to help in our community and meet 
others with similar interests and goals--horses and riding! 
Now, more than ever, the State Park trails need our support. 
Our club member, Chere Bargar, makes sure that these trail 
days happen, call her and make a commitment for a day or 
more! It’s important. 

March 20th Ranch Day -
takes place in Hunting Hollow. Many wonderful animals 
will be there to introduce young people to ranch animals. 

April 23 – 25 Back Country Weekend 

Safety Services Info for Horse Folks

SCC Parks Hotline for closure information
408 355-2200

USRider, Equestrian Motor Plan.
A tow service for horse folks. www.usrider.org (800)844-
1402

CalStar
CalStar is a membership program that pays for medically 
required air lift requested by 911. www.calstar.org 1-888-
207-5433 

April 16-18 2010 BLM Mustang Days

Sponsored by SCCHA, you can learn more about it through 
Ohlone riders, at ohloneriders.com/calendar.html

Competitive Trail Horse Elmer Bandit, 38, 
Euthanized

February 15 2010, Article # 15827

Surrounded by several friends and his lifelong owner, Mary 
Anna Wood, Elmer was attended by J. B. Scott, DVM, of 
the Odessa Animal Clinic, Odessa, Mo.

In September 2009 Wood and Elmer completed the 
Stephens Forest Competitive Trail event near Lucas, Iowa, 
which pushed Elmer’s lifetime mileage to 20,780 miles, 
surpassing the previous record held by Wing Tempo. Elmer 
won numerous National Championships over his 34-year 
career.

Taken from The Horse. To the complete story go to: 
thehorse.com/ViewArticle.aspx?ID=15827&src=VW
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SAN MARTIN HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Board Meeting – Feb 17, 2010

Present:  Joan Throgmorton, Greg Linden, Dera Oldofredi, 
Sharon Hensley, Chere Bargar, Margo Barnett, Heidi Linden, 
Kitty Swindle, Denise Roberts, Christine Amber, Jane Perryman, 
Pat Scharfe
Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Denise distributed and reviewed the proposed SMHA Budget for 
2010. 
MEMBERSHIP:
Heidi reported that there are 29 individual and 25 family renewal 
memberships.  We have 3 honorary and 12 lifetime 
memberships.
NEWSLETTER:
Deadline for Newsletter is on first page.  Christine delivers 
Newsletter to printer.   Jackie and Jerry pick up, fold and mail it. 
Christine tells Greg, and he contacts Mary for labels. Extra 
Newsletters should be given to Heidi.
JACK BROOKS:
The San Mateo County Parks will have a meeting April 13 to 
pick times for horse club reservations for next year. Greg, Joan 
and Denise will make final determination of fees to be charged. 
4H PLAYDAY:
Playday is March 6 at Taylor Made Farms. Jane has obtained 
ribbons and awards.  She needs barrels (Christine volunteer to 
loan five barrels), food (Greg will take care of and he and Steve 
will cook), and stopwatches.  Helmets will be required for all 
participants.
EQUIPMENT:
Chere requested approval for the loan of equipment for upcoming 
Coe Park and Bear Park equestrian events. 
CLUB 52 RIDES:
 Christine has started a group ride on Saturdays for riders who do 
not wish to ride alone and prefer riding with others.   She would 
like to extend it to all SMHA members. Dera will call insurance 
provider to make sure we are covered. Christine will coordinate 
and put article in Newsletter.
OTHER:
Inventory:  Greg, Joan and Dera have a copy of the last barn 
inventory taken.  All agreed that we need to set a date for barn 
cleaning and to update our inventory.
Club Documents:  Christine offered to pull Club documents 
together for Google docs.   
Membership Application:  Document needs to be updated .
County Park Volunteers:  Volunteers to County parks should 
write Jim O’Connor, Acting Director for County Parks, to seek 
permission to use volunteer hours for SMHA park activities.
Gymkhana:  Item tabled.  Edie unable to make meeting.
Appreciation Note:  Chere will send Elish Ryan a thank you 
note for speaking at our last general meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

SMhorse.comsmhorse.comsmhorse.comsm

Classifieds:

Reach over 100 horseman family members! 

Members advertising policy: 

  •  Classified run on a space available basis.
  •  Business card ads $20 for 4 months (paid in advance).
  •  1/4 page $15.00 month
  •  1/2 page $25.00 month
  •  full page $50.00 month

Non members call for pricing. 408.888.8703 

Contact editorSMHA.news@gmail.com, 408.888.8703. 

Collegiate 17’ Dressage Saddle, med tree in excellent 
condition. $725.00 Contact Chere 408 683 2247.

Stubben Siegfried 17” all purpose, $550.00 - Black 17” 
Wintec All purpose, Schooling condition $75.00 - Jefferies 
17.5 dressage saddle made in England, Exc condition 
$950.00 - Brand new Vaquero headstalls with contest reins 
Hunter/tan & Wine/tan $35.00 each - Women’s Black field 
boots, size 8 $100.00 Many more horse items. All in very 
good to excellent condition. Call and see if we can help you 
out!- Margo 408 683 2247 

www.sonrisastables.com at TMF in San Martin. SMHA’s 
Karen Topping teaches english and western (bareback and 
groundwork too). Monthly lesson packages; students are 
encouraged to spend time at the barn (for free) helping out 
or to work with the horses.Contact Karen at 408-644-5867

ExpressHay.com Co-op on shavings 4.50 a bale and they 
are dust free!! Other products, too. Get added to their email 
list: ExpressHay@aol.com.Great savings, call Jim and 
Edie Atkins 408.779.6621 

Homegrown Quality Hay, Hey Reasonable Prices!    
Oat * Wheat * Forage --Barn Stored. Call Bill and Joan 
Throgmorton 408-842-5570

Amara Farms Shagya Arabian Sport-Horses 
Sales, Training & Lessons for English, Western and Trail --
Boarding and Clinics -- Secure Facility. Large pasture 
pens, shelters, stalls. Arena & outside riding. Year-round 
creek and lots of trees. Carolyn Tucker 408 779-6555. 
Near Uvas Dam in Morgan Hill. www.amarafarms.com

Animal and Plant Sitting Reliable Care for your plants and 
animals while you are away, 20 years of experience you 
can rely on! Call Chere 408-683-2247

The California Bluegrass Association Presents 
A night at the Grange with The Gibson Bros. and The 
Tuttles with AJ Lee * Morgan Hill Grange Hall, 40 E. 4th 
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St. Morgan Hill-- Mar. 20, 2010  7:00 PM – 10:00 PM   
doors open 6:00 PM --TICKETS: $23 Members - $25 Non-
members, for more info call Tim Edes, (408) 779-5456 or 
(408) 595-4882 t.edes@verizon.net or visit   
www.cbaontheweb.org

Help -- The San Martin Animal Shelter,
The Shelter is appealing to the horse community; if each 
ranch owner or manager takes just 1-2 cats, the shelter 
could be emptied and no cat put to sleep. To achieve this, 
the Shelter is offering a fee waiver to SMHA. The adopter 
can make a donation of his/her choice and take up to four 
cats designated as “barn cats.” Contact Brigid Wasson, 
Animal Shelter Supervisor, Santa Clara County Animal 
Care & Control, www.southcountypets.com

That Bucking Filly! --by Christine Amber

My home bred filly will be 5 this year. How she came to be 
is another story, so ask me some time and I’ll tell you. 

I planned to start her at two and video tape it so she could 
be the model for all the backyard started horses. At two, she 
had two bouts of the snotty nose that went through my 
herd. So that took care of that spring and summer. At three, 
she came up lame after I ponied her on the Bear trails. She 
had a short trim, she was fat. I didn’t know if she had 
bruises from the ride, was tender from the trim, or was 
starting to founder. All spring and summer, she was off, 
that set back her training at three. At four, she started to be 
lame again, but this time I figured it out. 

She is very hot and herd dependent. Even though she lives 
four feet across the fence from all the boys, she wants to be 
with them. She walks the fence line or stands and weaves 
because the horses are greener on the other side of the 
fence. I tried having her live with a male pony; she was 
dominant over him. Their relationship didn’t stop her 
obsession over the fence. I tried Regu-mate, that helped 
settle her some. Then, bingo, I moved the 30+ year old 
gelding into her pasture. He is the boss. He pushes her 
away from food; he bites and kicks and moves her around, 
and then they stand swishing flies together. She was 
weaving and pacing herself lame. 

Now, she only weaves a little at feeding time. I can yell at 
her, “Weena!” and she freezes. She has learned to stop 
moving because otherwise I won’t come any closer with 
the feed. She is pretty smart. 

When she was four months old, I put a little seven pound 
endurance saddle on her. When she was a baby, I used a 
cotton rope around her barrel to desensitize her to what 
would be girth pressure. Like every horse I start, she was 
first ridden in my big roping saddle with front and back 
cinch. 

I’ve ridden her on a poker rides, on the trail and in the 
arena. Last spring I was writing an article about her for the 
Country News and I needed some action pictures. It was 
the first time she really bucked on the lunge line. Normally, 
I shut down any horse that is bucking after the second or 
third time I saddle them, then immediately send them off in 
a canter or lope. My hope is that they realize that bucking 
gets them more work, not out of work. Well, the day I 
needed pictures, I let her heave-ho a bit. That is all it took 
for her to think bucking could be fun when she feels fresh. 

So, I always lunge her before I get on. If she does buck, she 
get’s a scolding and more work. Generally, the scolding is 
enough to keep her feet moving in normal horse paces. 

Two days ago, I saddled her up as usual and took her to the 
arena. When I sent her away from me on the lunge line, she 
began bucking so hard, violently exploding forward, I 
couldn’t even hold the lunge rope. I gave a good tug before 
I let go. I wasn’t about to get dragged. 

I watched as she bucked off into hyperspace just like a 
rodeo horse. Watching with my gut relieved that I wasn’t 
on her and worried that I just cheated death. I wondered, 
“What happened, what was that about”. I actually 
wondered in more colorful words than that! 

As she began to buck and pitch around the second corner, I 
saw it. The keeper strap holding the front and back cinch 
together, had come undone. The back cinch had moved 
backward, a few inches closer to her flank. 

Even when I know why or figure out what causes a horse to 
explode, the answer is the same. Work. I caught her and 
worked her good. Then while she rested, I moved the back 
cinch back and forth, back and forth. I scratched her itchy 
belly button and bumped the cinch, over and over and over. 

The next day, she was very jumping about the saddle; what 
a major training set back. When I went to buckle the back 
cinch I noticed three big raised swollen spots below where 
the buckle would have been. They weren’t filled with 
blood, they were too soft. They were itchy, too. Could they 
have been bee stings or hornet bites? 

Before I sent her away from me on the lunge line, I took 
that little strap off that held the two cinches; I needed to see 
what she was going to do. When she moved forward, she 
felt the back cinch go under her flank. I could see it in her 
eyes, and her body sort of skipped a beat. She loped a little 
faster, scooting around the lunge line, but that was it. 

And that is horses. Did I get the job done to go beyond that 
flanked bucking reaction? Did she get stung that day she 
bucked so hard? I will never really know. I keep asking and 
Weena won’t talk. So forward we go, watching cautiously 
for the next thing I don’t expect, and hoping I get the 
chance to find it before I get on her.



Sponsored by:

San Martin Horsemen’s

Playday Fun-Day Fund-Raiser

For:

Santa Clara County Horse Project

Saturday, March 6,
Registration 9AM 

Fun and Games begin 10:00am 

‘till we drop (about 3:00pm)

Divisions and Ribbons 

1st thru 6th and High Point Awards
Four Divisions: 

Tots (8 and under) $15.00 per day 

Youngsters (riders 13 and under $30.00 per day

Teens (riders 14 thru 10 $30.00 per day

Adults (20 and up) $30.00 per day

Hot Dog Lunch Included!!

Events including:

Egg & Spoon Race, Ribbon Race, Keyhole Race, Potato, Race, Figure Eight Race & much, much more!

Rain and Shine 

Join us at

Taylor Made Farms in San Martin
All are Welcome! 

So, Come on and Just Show Up!!!! or contact

Jayne Perryman for more info 408 779 5804

Helmets required while mounted, Tots will be on leadline all others will be on-and-off their horses!
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donates a percentage of sales to

the Club whenever you enter the care code: SMHA

Isn’t Shopping Fun? 
Don’t you need Wormer?
Country Supply is now Horse.COM!

SMHA Sale Barn 

Gifts from SMHA

Call Susan for 
more info:(408)779-5456 
SMHA logo sweats, tees, polo, blouse, 
shirt -  -  -  - $10 to 27.75
Hats & Visors  -  $6 to 9.00
Buckles-  -  -  -  -  -  $5.00
Zipper pull  -  -  -  -  $5.00
Money clip  -  -  -  -  $5.00
Boxed pins  -  -  -  -  $5.00
Bolo Slides  -  -  -  -  $5.00
SMHA decals  -  -  -  $3.00
Tie Tacks / Hat Pins  $2.00
Hoof Picks   -  -  -  -  $2.00
Keychains   -  -  -  -  $1.00
Bumper Sticker  -  -  $1.00
Patches -2 sizes -  -  - $.50



San Martin Horsemen's Association 2009 Executive Board and Committee Chairpersons

President Greg Linden 408-842-0777 Publicity Co-chairs Melanie Hendrick 408-842-1332
Vice President Paul & Dera Oldofredi 408-683-4624 Publicity Co chair/ Phil Atwood 408-779-9594
Secretary Pat Scharfe 408-776-1621 Sales Susan Edes 408-779-5456
Treasurer Denise Roberts 408-710-5398 Social Becky Dolan
Membership Heidi Linden 408-607-9465 Sunshine Sandy Voechting 408-848-4169
Newsletter Christine Amber 408-888-8703 Webmaster Phil Atwood 408-779-9594
Phone Tree Kitty Swindle 408-842-6215 Trails Development:co chair Chere Bargar 408-683-2247
Pleasure Trails Maureen Olson 408-842-2619 Trails Development:co chair Kitty Swindle 408-842-6215
Historian Mary Atwood 408-779-9594 Jack Brooks Camping Joan Throgmorton 408-842-5570
Phone Tree Kitty Swindle 408-842-6215 Pebble Beach Ride Maureen Olson 408-842-2619
Poker Ride & 
 Trail Trials/Chair
Co-chair (defacto)

Sharon Hensley
Joan Throgmorton

408-776-6878
408-842-5570

4-H Fun Day Fund-raiser Greg Linden

Email information
smha1968@gmail.com  General info, Mary Atwood smha.membership@gmail.com  Heidi Linden
smha.president@gmail.com  Greg Linden smha.treasurer@gmail.com Denise Roberts
smha.v.pres@gmail.com Dera Oldofredi smha.news@gmail.com Christine Amber
smha.secretary@gmail.com Pat Scharfe

San Martin Horsemens Association
P.O. Box 275
San Martin, CA 95046

Extra! Extra!! 
Read All About It!!

Advertise here and reach 
over 100 horse families 
and their owners too!!

Advertising Policy: 

  •  Classified run on a space 
available basis.

  •  Business card ads $20 
  •  1/4 page $15
  •  1/2 page $25
  •  full page $50.00 
Non members call for pricing. 408.888.8703 


